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Word Recognition For Students With Learning Disabilities
Word recognition is the ability of a reader to recognize the written words effortlessly and correctly (Barnes, Lyon & Fletcher, 2018). In recent times, students with learning disabilities and difficulties have been considered and several intervention methods have been taken up and implemented in learning institutions. One of the most common learning disabilities is dyslexia which is when a student has difficulty with words (Kudo, Lussier & Swanson, 2015). Learning disabilities, especially dyslexia, can be pre-determined at an early age thus can be controlled through various strategies and activities which ensure that the students with the disability can get better education. 
Strategies To Help Word Recognition For These Students.
Using Colors to teach word recognition. Writing with different colors can be used by kindergarten teachers as a way to teach children how to recognize different words and letters. By writing different words with different colors, the young students can recognize the difference between words, the beginning of a word, where it ends and the spacing between words (Barnes, Lyon & Fletcher, 2018).  
Using repetition when assigning teaching letters and words during the partner practice.  this technique requires the students to practice their letters in a manner that is repetitive and routine. It is more suitable after these students have been taught to recognize words and it serves to improve their word recognition and structure with minimal supervision. As a strategy, it is commended by most researchers because it allows teachers to help students who require maximum intervention (Kudo, Lussier & Swanson, 2015). 
Use of picture clues. 	Kindergarten teachers can also use pictures to help in word recognition. It is a good strategy in confirming whether a word is making sense to the students (O’Connor, 2014). This strategy is used by teachers during the education of words and it helps especially if the student gets the word wrong. An example of this strategy in use is when a child reads “cow” as “cat” then you show them a picture of both and determine whether it makes sense.
Incorporation of reading tools and references in the classrooms. Just like adults, children need referential points to access their words whenever they forget. By having several references and reading tools students have unlimited access to these resources whenever they require information. Some of these learning tools may include resource cards, posters on the walls in their classrooms and an information page in their folders (O’Connor, 2014)
Sounding out the word. Beginning readers and students with reading disabilities may only know a limited number of sound or letter relationships, especially with the beginning and ending sounds of unfamiliar words. As a result, teachers are encouraged to make the children sound out the words, syllable by syllable then eventually combine the syllables and sound out the word. This technique is essential as it eventually helps the students as they grow into more difficult words (Kudo, Lussier & Swanson, 2015).
Activities Done To Help Word Recognition For These Students
	Activity 1: Playing Games. One of the best activities that can be done to help children with learning disabilities in their word recognition is through playing games. One of the best games to help these students is monopoly. As an activity to help children with word recognition, it incorporates several strategies such as the use of different colors and sounding out the words. When the student has picked out a word, he or she has to read the word which shows whether or not they recognize the word (Hopewell et al., 2017). If they do not, they can be assisted by their teacher and when the same colored word appears to another student, they recognize the color and the word and thus can pronounce it. 
Activity 2: Use of the student’s Phonological Awareness. Phonological awareness is the ability to identify sounds as they are found in different words and applying that knowledge when you encounter an unfamiliar word (O’Connor, 2014). Teachers can ask students to identify sounds at the beginning of several words that start with the same letter and the sounds at the end of several words that end in the same letter. This activity strengthens their understanding of these letters and the spoken sounds and will help them to recognize the letters as functioning entities next time that they encounter them.
Activity 3: Through Concentration and Word Pairing. This activity requires the teacher to print five to ten words, in pairs, that the students have encountered in the previous lessons or so. After printing the words, the teacher is asked to cut the words into several cards and shuffle them. Once the cards are shuffled, the students are given the task of pairing the cards that have the same word without sounding out the words. The main purpose is to build the student’s automatic recognition of whole words (O’Connor, 2014).
Part 3
	The above strategies and activities are essential to the kindergarten children with learning disabilities because they lean more on their strengths and their interests. By using different colors to write different words, the students easily identify words at a faster rate and helps them concentrate better. It may also help them learn better, with their colors. 
	By using the students’ phonological awareness, this activity helps the young students learn better and helps them improve on remembering better. By failing to develop this awareness of the sounds in spoken words, the students risk having difficulties in learning the relationship between speech and print which necessary for learning to read (Rastle, 2016). When these students are learning the different sounds to letters and syllables, they get one step closer to reading that particular word. 
	The use of picture clues in word recognition helps the students make educated guesses about familiar and unfamiliar words because pictures provide context (Rastle, 2016). This technique aims to teach children how to view illustrations when they come across difficult words and what to think about what the picture entails. 
In conclusion, through the various strategies and activities that are carried out, he students with these learning difficulties get better education methods that seem to cater to their needs. By implementing these strategies and doing these activities, parents and teachers could level the playing field for the students with learning disabilities and make them just as good as the other students or even better. 
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